ST SV, M
mx..e75’07

=i
Senate Joint Resolution 3 — Testimony Linda J. Anderson-Haines
February 5§, 2007

On behalf of Glacier Country Regional Tourism Commission
representing Flathead, Glacier, Lake, Lincoln, Mineral, Missoula,
Ravalli and Sanders Counties, I am Linda J. Anderson-Haines,
Executive Director.

We support SJ Resolution 3 and we urge Montana’s legislative
delegation to actively support full funding of national parks and support
our congressional efforts.

Glacier National Park is truly Montana’s National Park and is a
timeless treasure.

We would like to submit a recent article in the Seattle Times and the San
Jose Journal ~Where did all the Yosemite Folks GO? Fewer people
visited Yosemite last year than any time in 16 years. They are down
nearly 20% and much closer to larger populations then we are in
Montana.

Without support and funding of Glacier National Park in particular,
Montana will see a drop in its visitation of National Parks? Ask your
communities can they afford to see 20% less visitors!

Each dollar spent enjoying the mountains and forests of a national park
in Montana carries 60 times the impact on the state economy versus
each dollar spent at national parks in California.

We urge your support of more funding for national parks and
encourage you to read a book called “Last Child in the Woods”.
Without funding and awareness of the national parks, we will see a
significant drop in tourism and in business in Montana.

Thank you for your time and consideration and I welcome any
questions.
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